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Visi ebsite f lub and area ham infor mati I
o et e g v o April 2003
Dick |sely Speaks NEWS Mg:t‘:‘lf] ;
Central Division ARRL Director Dick Isely, HASH Location

WOGIG, spoke at the March meeting of RARA.
He covered a multitude of topics of what heis
trying doto promote ARRL activities. These
include the following:

1. Improve the recruit-
ment of young people
into Amateur Radio

2. Lobby for spectrum
protection legislation

3. Work to keep local
governments out of
RFI legidation

4. Foster increased
spectrum usage

5. Expand PRB-1to
cover property cove- s
nants and restrictions |8

6. Provide more assis-
tance in defending
our ability to erect ef-
fective towers and an-
tennas

7. Continue supporting pro-active FCC rules

enforcement

Photo by Bob Davidson, WAINTT

Dueto construction, the regular monthly
meeting till further notice has been moved to:

Saint Anthony Medical Center
5666 E. Sate Street Rockford, IL.

The April meeting is still at
7:00 pm April 11, 2003

The program for the April meeting will be

Mark Strehl
WIFR Channel 23 Chief M eteor ologist

To get to the meeting room go to the main en-
trance - turn right at desk - go to the end of hall
to the meeting rooms.

Its Field Day time again and John Birly,
AA9SK, hastaken the duties of Field Day
2003 Chairman. Please give John any as-
sistance you can to make this year one of
the best.

Thisyear RARA is combining both the
Breakfast in the Park and Field Day asa 2
for 1 special. Come and eat, then stay, help
setup and operate Field Day 2003.

Know somebody that isnot a member of RARA or
Someone who isnot an Amateur Radio Operator yet?

Invite them to a RARA meeting for a hamming good time.




(Continued from page 1)

8. Develop and support continuing Amateur
Radio education

He also discussed the new ARRL Diamond
Club program. A program designed to re-
ward member generosity. Y ou can view more
information on this at:

http://www.arrl.org/diamondclub

The main theme he presented was to get the
word out that the ARRL isthere for you and
that it needs to greatly increase its member
recruitment and retention.

For more information about the Central Divi-
sion or to contact Dick Isley use:

http://www.central .arrl.org

A Saluteto Amateur Radio

"America’s quiet warriors...are the legion of
Ham Radio operators. SEVEN HUNDRED
THOUSAND of them who are always at
ready for back-up duty in emergencies. Ama-
teur, unpaid, uncelebrated, civilian radio op-
erators, during and after floods and fires and
tornados--after the nine-one-one attacks,
hams were indispensable in reuniting fami-
lies. Most recently it was they who expedited
the search for debris after the disaster to the
Space-Shuttle Columbia. And right now, at
this moment...they are involved in Homeland
Security to a greater degree than...you would
want me...to make public.”

Paul Harvey,
3/19 mid-day broadcast,
ABC Radio.

You canlistento it at:
http://www.theponyengine.com/Paul.mp3

Presidents Log —April 2003

Thismonths log start with a Thank Y ou to Dick
Idley, WIGIG for hiswonderful presentation at
the last meeting, | know everyone found it very
informative.

Our presentation this month will be Mark Strehl,
meteorologist for Channel 23, WIFR. Mark will
talk on weather forecasting and severe weather.
Thiswill be agreat follow-up to our Skywarn
training, so bring your questions for Mark on
“What happens after the call from the spotters
comesin?’ Also, if there are any presentations
you would like to see at the meetings, please let
one of your officers or board members know and
we will make sure the program is presented. |
hope everyone had a chance to get to the SKYY -
WARN training and please get involved in avery
important part of our habby.

Y ou should receive your membership cards with
this issue of the Ham Rag, if you did not, please
contact Rich Ludwig, K9PK, at the general meet-
ing on April 11™. Please keep in mind our new
meeting location at St. Anthony Hospital, comein
the main entrance and turn to the right before get-
ting to the deck and the room will be straight
ahead.

We are looking for your help with some up com-
ing projects, John Birly, AA9SK, isthe Field Day
Chairman and | know he will be looking for some
help, please let John know if can help out. Also
Herb Eckstein, K9AM J, is the chairman of the
truck committee and islooking for help in work-
ing on the truck, if you are interested in working
with Herb on this project please let him know.

If you know of any hams that are not members of
RARA or some of the members that have not been
to ameeting in awhile, please invite them to our
next meeting.

As aways, your comments and/or suggestions are
aways welcome, your officers and board mem-
bers are here to serve you.

73, and see you at the meeting. Scott, KB9YRW
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FCC Proposesto Hike
Amateur Radio Vanity Call Sign Fee

The FCC proposed March 26 increasing the
regulatory fee to apply for, renew or reinstate
an Amateur Radio vanity call sign from
$14.50 to $16.30 thisfall. The Commission
included the new feein a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM) "Assessment and Col -
lection of Regulatory Feesfor Fiscal Year
2003" (MD 03-83), released today. The clos-
ing date for comments on the new fee sched-
uleis April 25. Reply comments are due by
May 5.

"We estimate that 9800 applicants will apply
for vanity call signsin FY 2003," the FCC
said inits NPRM. That's up by 800 from
FY2002. It expects to collect revenues of
nearly $160,000, an increase of almost
$30,000 from FY 2002.

The FCC NPRM also seeks comments on its
effortsto review, streamline and modernize
its fee assessment and collection processes
and procedures. "We welcome comments on
abroad range of optionsin thisregard,” the
FCC said. Areas of particular interest include
suggestions for improvement in the agency's
el ectronic payment system.

Interested parties may comment viathe FCC's
Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS)
on the web at, http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/.
Enter "MD 03-83" in the "Proceeding” field.
Electronic comments by e-mail also are wel-
come.

RARA Officersfor 2003

President: Scott Allshouse KB9YRW
Vice President: John Auerswald KA9SOG
Secretary: Wendy Owano KC9BCF
Treasurer: Rich Ludwig K9PK
Director: Shari Harlan N9SH
Director: Joe Roling NSHEZ
Director: John Birly AA9SK

Ham Radio makes
Local Television - Again

Last month,
WTVO,
Channel 17
contacted
dozens of lo-
cal hamsto
do astory on
Ham Radio
and its abili-
tiesto talk world wide. Many of the hams that
was contacted referred them to Gene,

WBOM MM, and Shari, N9SH, Har lan.
Gene being the spokesperson heis stepped up
to the plate and hit us a homerun.

=="7F  What the re-
= porter Britten
| Follett didn’t

that what
WTVO

wasillegal to

- - do. After she
was enllghtened to what ham’s couldn’t le-
gally do, Gene informed her to what we can
do and all the things ham’s are capable of do-
ing as a hobby and what we can and will do
in an emergency.

After about
45 minutes of
taping with a
few foreign
and domestic
contacts. Ms.
Follett was .'!
ableto pro- :
vide Amateur Radio with about four to five
minutes of local TV exposure between four
different newscasts.

Thanks, Gene for ajob well done.

Also, thanksto Rich Ludwig, K9PK, for the screen captures.
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Rockford Amateur Radio Association
Monthly meeting of the member ship
March 14, 2003

St. Anthony Hospital

RARA President Scott Allshouse, KBOYRW,
called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.

President Allshouse introduced Dick Isdly,
WOGIG, ARRL Director for the Central Division
as the speaker for the evening. He spoke on the
topic of the near and far term future of amateur
radio. At the conclusion of his presentation, the
regular meeting business commenced.

Minutes: The minutes from the February meet-
ing were read by Wendy Owano, KC9BCF. A
motion was made by Larry Snyder, KOHNM,
to accept the minutes as read, seconded by Carl
Cacciatore, W9TQ, and the motion was carried
by voice vote.

Treasurer’sReport: Treasurer Rich Ludwig,
K9PK, reported a balance of $4,412.76 as of
February 25, 2003. Larry Snyder, KOHNM,
motioned to accept the report as presented, sec-
ond by Shari Harlan, N9SH, and the motion
was carried by voice vote.

Old Business: President Scott Allshouse re-
minded everyone of specific events on the fol-
lowing dates. Sterling Ham Fest March 16,
2003, North Shore Radio Club at Lake County
Fairgrounds on March 23, 2003, Field Day
Breakfast on June 28, 2003, and the Annual Pic-
nic on August 10, 2003.

New Business: Shari Harlan presented a Certifi-
cate of Recognition for Public Service to Greg
Munda, N9VK, as assistant Emergency Co-
coordinator in Stephenson County. Shari aso
presented a certificate to the newly appointed
Winnebago County Emergency Coordinator, Sue
Peters, KA9GNR.

Fred Miner, WOWOQ, brought to the attention
of the membership a FEMA article about the
possibility of shutting down the hobby of ama-
teur radio. See Fred if thisis of interest to you.

GeneHarlan, WBOMM M, reported that the
ATV meeting on February, 15, 2003, involved
discussion on how to produce the needed fi-
nances for getting the ATV up and running. The
next meeting is March 29, 2003, at Gene's house.
He also mentioned an event in western lowa with
a helium balloon launch to occur on March 15,
2003. The balloon will have ham equipment at-
tached complete with slow scan TV capability.

Carl Cacciatore, W9TQ, reported that he had
been asked by Midway Village to present a 30
minute session about Ham radio on April 11,
2003. Carl asked that if anyone had any equip-
ment that could be used in his presentation or any
suggestions for the presentation to please forward
thisto him.

Nicholas L ager, KB9SKW, mentioned that the
147 repeater will be used for digital-type mode
use, not exclusively however. John Auerswald,
KA9SOG, will develop a spreadsheet with
blocks of time allocated for specific types of use
available at the next meeting.

The next license testing is March 15, 2003 at the
North Suburban Library.

The McHenry County Wireless Association will
have a Grounding Seminar on April 1, 2003 at
McHenry County College.

The speaker for the April meeting will be Mark
Strehl, channel 23 weatherman.

The meeting was adjourned after a motion by
Bill Peters, WBOM CZ, and a second by Nicho-
las Lager, KBOSKW.

Respectfully Submitted,

Wendy Owano, KC9BCF
RARA Secretary

The monthly Board of Directors Meeting are held
at Saint Anthony Medical Center 5666 E. State
St. Rockford, IL on the last Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 PM.
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RARA Membership List I

Scott Allshouse KB9Y RW
John Auerswald KA9SOG
Mary Auerswald KCO9AKC
Harley Beebe KA9V SV
Janelle Birly N9OJQ
Jennifer Birly KB9ZK X
John Birly AA9SK

Carl Cacciatore WOTQ
Larry Carlstrom KOLC
Dan Christy KC9BIO
Rusty Cordell WBOQYV **
Bob Davidson WAONTT
Chuck Derwent K9SAN
Robert Ditzler

Gene Duncan W9GD **
Herb Eckstein KOAMJ **
Chuck Fiduccia N9V GG
Al Fischer KD9CA

Dick Fleming KC9BCB
Chuck Gooden N9QBT
Gene Harlan WBOMMM
Shari Harlan N9SH

Allen Hermanson WBOJGR *
Gary Hilker K9LJN
George Hollander K9GH **
Eric Hultgren NO9MCS
Dan Hunt KC9ATR

Bert Johnson KA9NY L
Aaron Kennedy W5WXR
David Kennedy WOWXR
William King KESES
Nicholas Lager KBOSKW

Charles Liljegren WBOUMC
Rich Ludwig K9PK
Jeanne Luse N9EYA
Howard Luse NOFTY
Nancy Mather KG90Q
Dale Mather KT9P

Jared Mcguire KCO9DBW
John Miller KCO9COL

Jm Miller W4JR

Fred Miner WOWOQ
Richard Nelson N9ZO *
Steve Nicholson KC2ARD *
Mike Oberg ABO9AY

John Olson K9PZZ
Wendy Owano KC9BCF
Keith Owano KBO9Y KM
Vernon Pearson WA9GNO
Sue Peters KA9GNR

Bill Peters WBOMCZ
Angelo Piccione KBOOTB
Joseph Roling N9HEZ
Ralph Rungren N9ESE
Randy Scott W9HL
Robert L. Smith N9FCN
Larry Snyder KOHNM
James Thomas KCACYR
Ron Thorson N9JOM
Robert Urbas KASMY F
Jm Zahrndt KFOAU

* Ham Rag Only
** Life Member

Thisisalist of the paid membersof RARA asof March 29, 2003. If you
have questions about your member ship, contact Rich Ludwig, K9PK.
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Preparing for Deployment
ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency
Communications Level | EC-001 Course

By Nicholas Lager, KBOSKW

Greetings, recently | have completed the
ARRL’s Amateur Radio Emergency Com-
munications Level | course, and | will say
taking this course is well worth your time
and effort. Itisabasic coursetoraise
awareness and provide additional knowl-
edge and tools for any emergency commu-
nications volunteer.

The course consists of twenty lesson units
ranging from NTS basic message handling,
the Incident Command System, equipment
choices, modes and much more. Students
are given an eight-week period of timeto
complete the course, which is expected to
take approximately 25 hoursto finish. Af-
ter compl eting the course you will also re-
ceive 1.5 Continuing Education Units.

Additional information can be found about
this course aswell asothers at the ARRL’s
Certification and Continuing Education
web page located at www.arrl.org/cce.

Registration for this course (EC-001) gener-
ally opens on the first Monday of each
month at 12:01 AM Eastern Time, and
closes at midnight on the following Sunday.

However, grant-funded classes may open at
other times. Watch the ARRL Website for

Thefollowing isabasic list of items con-
taining radios, radio accessories, and per-
sonal items, that you may want to keep in a
jump kit ready for use at a moments notice.

Severe Weather Jump Kit
Recommend:

1. A full tank of fuel inyour vehicle.

2. A backup HT with an AA battery back,

dual band preferred.

24 10 48 hours of batteriesfor said HT.

Yawave dual band mag-mount antenna.

100 feet of RG-8X coax with appropri-

ate adapters to radio and antenna.

6. Flashlight with extra batteries.

7. Handheld weather aert radio.

8. Personal hygiene kit for two days.

9. Food and water for two days.

10. One day’ s change of cloths.

11. First aid kit and emergency blanket.

12. List of important phone numbers, i.e.
EOC, NWS, Red Cross Office

13. Note pad of paper and pens.

14. Proper ID

gk w

Please remember thisis only arecom-
mended list and you may feel free to change
it according to personal experience or needs
as you seefit.
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THE NEXT AMATEUR
RADIO EXAM SESSION IS

9AM SATURDAY
APRIL 19, 2003.

North Suburban
District Library
6340 N 2nd St.
LovesPark, IL

Check-inisfrom 9AM till 11AM. Were-
quire two signature ID’ s (one must be a
photo ID).

If you are alicensed amateur radio operator
bring your original current license and a

If you are using a CSCE for an element credit
bring the original and a copy.

Copiers available at site. (We need to see the
originals & keep a photocopy of each docu-
ment used for element credit.)

The test fee for 2003 is $12.00.
Walk-ins welcome.

There were 2 applicants at the test session on
Saturday March 15 resulting in 1 new license
and 1 upgrade.

Thanksto Rusty Cordell, WB9QYV, Rich-
ard Tidberg, WF9J, and Mike Oberg,
ABYAY, for making this session possible.

New Technician
Kelly Bailey, KCODKT

Upgraded to General
Mike Thomas, KC9BCJ

Grade school kids get impromptu
Ham Radio Demonstration

During arecent visit to the Oregon Health-
care Center Nursing Home. Grade School
kids from one of the schoolsin the Oregon
area got something extra during their visit.
They got to meet Gene Duncan, W9GD,
and visit his Ham Shack. During the brief
visit Gene gave a demo by making a con-
tact, showing the different awards he has
received and hopefully conveyed what ham
Radio isall about.

Maybe it was enough to spark the interest
in one of them to join the ranks of Amateur
Radio.

Thanks Gene for ajob well done.

ARRL’S
Certification and Continuing
Education Classes

The current list of available classes are;

Level 1 AREC (EC-001)
Level 2 AREC (EC-002)
Level 3 AREC (EC-003)
Antenna Modeling (EC-004)
HF Digita Comm (EC-005)
RFI (EC-006)
Satellite Comm (EC-007)
Beyond Repeaters (EC-008)

Have anything or would liketo
summit an articleto be put in the
Ham Rag or the website?
Contact me by e-mail at
ka9sog@arrl.net and visit http://
rara.tripod.com for any late
breaking news and information.
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