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President’s Message 

RARA Members, 

In just a couple of weeks it will be spring and almost time to start thinking about those outdoor 

projects. 

 

Last month’s meeting was well attended and we are continuing to grow in membership and meet-

ing attendance. 

 

This month’s meeting will be about the ridiculously inexpensive Baofeng Chinese hand held 

transceivers that are flooding the market.  We will be covering the radios, cables, software, and 

some of the quirks of these imported HT’s. 

 

 Robert A. Larson – KC9ICH 

http://www.w9axd.org/
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Shortwave listening, or SWLing, is the hobby of listening to shortwave radio broadcasts located on frequencies between 1700 kHz and 
30 MHz.Listeners range from casual users seeking international news and entertainment programming, to hobbyists immersed in the technical 
aspects of radio reception and collecting official confirmations (QSL cards) that document their reception of distant broadcasts (DXing). In some 
developing countries, shortwave listening enables remote communities to obtain regional programming traditionally provided by local medium 
wave AM broadcasters. One 2002 estimate placed the number of shortwave listeners worldwide in the hundreds of millions. 

The practice of long-distance radio listening began in the 1920s when shortwave broadcasters were first established in the US and Europe. 
Audiences discovered that international programming was available on the shortwave bands of many consumer radio receivers, and a number 
of magazines and listener clubs catering to the practice arose as a result. Shortwave listening was especially popular during times of interna-
tional conflict such as World War II, the Korean War and the Persian Gulf War. 

Radios for shortwave reception generally have higher performance than those intended for the local AM or FM broadcast band, since dependa-
ble reception of shortwave signals requires a radio with increased sensitivity, selectivity, and stability. Your Ham transceiver will most likely 
cover all the bands 

Serious hobbyists may use expensive communications receivers and outdoor antenna located away from electrical noise sources, such as 
a dipole made from wire and insulators. 

Features typical of modern solid state communications receivers: 

¶ 500 kHz to 30 MHz frequency coverage Superheterodyne type - double, triple or quad conversion multiple RF and IF stages 

¶ A crystal controlled IF stage BFO product detector for SSB and CW reception Signal strength meter RF gain control; AVC/
AGC adjustments  

¶ BFO tuning; audio limiters or attenuators. Frequency display dials - analog or digital.[ 

¶ Older vacuum tube-based communications receivers are affectionately known as boatanchors for their large size and weight. Such receiv-
ers include the Collins R-390 and R-390A, the RCA AR-88, the Racal RA-17L and the Marconi Elettra. However, even modern solid-state re-
ceivers can be very large and heavy, such as the Plessey PR2250, the Redifon R551 or the Rohde & Schwarz EK070. 

 

A feature coming into wide use in modern shortwave receivers is DSP technology, short for digital signal processing. DSP is the use of digital 
means to process signals, and a primary benefit in shortwave receivers is the ability to tailor the bandwidth of the receiver to current reception 
conditions and to the type of signal being listened to. A typical analog-only receiver may have a limited number of fixed bandwidths, or only one, 
but a DSP receiver may have 40 or more individually selectable filters. 

Another important trend in modern shortwave listening is the use of "PC radios", or radios that are designed to be controlled by a stand-
ard personal computer. These radios as the name suggests are controlled by specialized PC software using a serial port connected to the ra-
dio. A PC radio may not have a front-panel at all, and may be designed exclusively for computer control, which reduces cost. In pure software 
defined radios, all filtering, modulation and signal manipulation is done in software, usually by a PC soundcard or by a dedicated piece of DSP 
hardware.[ 

Future of shortwave listening 

The rise of the internet influenced many broadcasters to cease their shortwave transmissions in favor of broadcasting over the world wide web. 
When BBC World Service discontinued service toEurope, North America, Australasia, and  the Caribbean, it generated many protests and ac-
tivist groups such as the Coalition to Save the BBC World Service. In the US, the shifting of resources from shortwave to Internet and television 
by the Broadcasting Board of Governors, which oversees U.S. international broadcasting, has also resulted in reduced broadcasting hours in 
the English language. Although most of the prominent broadcasters continue to scale back their analog shortwave transmissions or completely 
terminate them, shortwave is still very common and active in developing regions such as parts of Africa. 

Some international broadcasters have turned to a digital mode of broadcasting called Digital Radio Mondiale for their shortwave outlets. One 
reason is that digital shortwave broadcasts using DRM can cover the same geographic region with much less transmitter power ð roughly one-
fifth the power ð than traditional AM mode broadcasts, significantly reducing the electricity cost of operating a station. A traditional AM (analog) 
international shortwave station can have a power rating of 50 kilowatts to as much as one million watts per transmitter, with typical power levels 
in the 50ï500 kilowatt range. Endorsed by the ITU, it has been approved as an international standard for digital broadcasts on the HF 
(shortwave) bands. A DRM broadcast rivals FM mono quality and can also send graphic images and web pages via a separate information 
channel.[ 

Shortwave listening also remains popular with some expatriates who tune in shortwave transmissions from their homeland. Additionally, a num-
ber of remotely controlled shortwave receivers located around the world are available to users on the web. While radio hobbyists report that the 
number of shortwave listening clubs has diminished and printed magazines devoted to the hobby are few, enthusiasts such as Glenn 
Hauser and others continue to populate web sites, and originate podcasts dedicated to the pursuit. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobby
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shortwave_radio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frequency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KHz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MHz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QSL_cards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DXing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medium_wave
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medium_wave
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amplitude_modulation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FM_broadcasting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadcast_band
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_receiver
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dipole_antenna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solid_state_electronics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superhet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_frequency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intermediate_frequency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_frequency_oscillator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Product_detector
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-sideband_modulation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morse_code
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S_meter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_Gain_Control
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shortwave_listening#cite_note-autogenerated1-13
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vacuum_tube
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boat_anchor_(computer_science)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collins_Radio_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R-390A
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RCA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marconi_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plessey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohde_%26_Schwarz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_signal_processing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_computer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Software_defined_radio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Software_defined_radio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shortwave_listening#cite_note-Inc.1999-16
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadcasting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_wide_web
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_World_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australasia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_Radio_Mondiale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Telecommunication_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shortwave_listening#cite_note-18
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expatriates
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenn_Hauser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenn_Hauser


Page 3 

 

AREA Repeaters 

 

146.610 - ENC/DEC pl 114.8 W9AXD 

   147.000 +     ENC/DEC pl 114.8     

W9AXD                146.805 -            ENC/

DEC pl 114.8      K9AMJ 

244.440 -        ENC/DEC pl 118.8       K9AMJ 

  147.255 +       ENC/DEC pl 114.8      

WX9MCS 

 

  444.725 +        ENC/DEC pl 107.2   

WX9MCS 

Linked to FISHFAR 

 

2014 RARA Officers and Board 

Officers: 

President - Robert Larson, KC9ICH, 815-540-0309 

Vice President - Doug Abrahamson, KC9SDO, 815-979-0329 

Secretary - John Olson, W9JGO,815-399-4368 

Treasurer - Shannon Larson, KC9QBC, 815-540-0309 

 

Board Members: 

Jeff Andrews, KC9ZMR 

Ron Callahan, N9SZV,608-289-0981 

Richard H. Range WB9SFG,630-697-1344 

 

Web Master - Robert Larson, KC9ICH, 815-540-0309 

Ham Rag Editor - Jim Holich, AB9SX, 779-552-8796 

Repeater Chairman - Richard Range, WB9SFG 630-697-1344 

Repeater Trustee—Scott Francis KG9SF, 815-874-7170 

 

AREA Repeaters 
 

146.610 - ENC/DEC pl 114.8 W9AXD 

    147.000 +     ENC/DEC pl 114.8     W9AXD   

146.805 -         ENC/DEC pl 114.8     K9AMJ 

224.440 -         ENC/DEC pl 118.8     K9AMJ 

  147.255 +        ENC/DEC pl 114.8   WX9MCS 
 

  444.725 +        ENC/DEC pl 107.2   WX9MCS 

Linked to FISHFAR 

The Big Thunder Amateur Radio Club (BTARC) is pleased to offer a 
technician class license course for those interested in earning a 
ham radio license.   This entry level license is your start to an excit-
ing and challenging hobby.  Where you take this hobby is up to you. 

 
Classes will be held at Boone County Fire Protection District 2, 1777 
Henry Luckow Ln. Belvidere from 7pm through 10pm Tuesday eve-
nings April 1st through May 6th.  Our course schedule is tailored to 
emergency responders with flexibility to accommodate call-outs. 

 
Please contact Joseph Moore at  joseph.moore@comcast.net or 608-
208-0630 to register for the course. 

 
Course material is ñThe ARRL Ham Radio License Manualò ISBN: 
978-0-87259-097-7 which is available via the American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) directly or through the course instructor at a dis-
counted price.    
 
If you are interested in purchasing the course materials through the 
instructors, please contact Jim Holich at (260) 433ï0219 or Joseph 
Moore at 608-208-0630 

 
Best wishes from the members of the Big Thunder Amateur 
Radio Club. 

Technician Class License Instruction 

mailto:joseph.moore@comcast.net
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2013 Ham of the Year Kurt Eversole, KE9N 

AMATEUR RADIO EXAM NOTICE 

February 15 there were 2 new licensees and 2 upgrades. Congratulations to: 
  
Michael A Beach KD9AFU, Extra 
Harry D Larson KD9AIB, General 
Byron L Nielson, Technician 
Nathan T Snow, Technician 
  
Thanks to Rich Range WB9SFG, Steve Twigg W9SWT, Jim Holich AB9SX and Joseph Moore KA9LMK for volunteering 
their time. 
  
Amateur Radio exams are held the 3rd Saturday of every month in Rockford IL. The next session is 9AM February 15, 
2014.  Walk-ins welcome. Check-in is from 9AM-10AM, no exams started after 10:30. We require two signature IDôs and 
one photo. If you are a licensed Amateur Radio operator bring your current license and a copy. If you are using a CSCE for 
exam credit, bring the original and a copy (We need to see the originals & keep a photocopy of each). No copier on site. 
The test fee is $14.00. Bring a non-programmable calculator. 
  
Location: 
OSF St Anthony Medical Center 
5666 E State St (Bus US20) 
Rockford IL 
  
Exams are held in the St Francis Room (Main Entrance then turn right). 
  
Rusty Cordell WB9QYV 
wb9qyv@aol.com 
  
*************************************************************************************  

The photo to the left is Kurt 

Eversole, KE9N with Rob-

ert Larson, KC9ICH, 2014 

President of RARA pre-

senting the award. 

The photo to the right is 

Kurt Eversole, KE9N dur-

ing his presentation de-

scribing an innovative de-

sign of a 2 band J-pole 

Congratulations 

 Kurt! 

 Thank you for 

 all that you do. 
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The K7RA Solar Report 

{. twht !ww[ !w[tлмл 
!w[tлмл tǊƻǇŀƎŀǝƻƴ ŘŜ Yтw! 
 
!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ όCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нт ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀǊŎƘ рύ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŜǊπ
ŀƎŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƅǳȄ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŘŀȅǎΦ  !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴπ
ŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нф Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ нлнΦпΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƅǳȄ ǿŀǎ ƻũ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǳǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ мснΦфΦ 
  
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƅǳȄ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ ŘŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘπ
ŜŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƅǳȄ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Řŀȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀǊŎƘ т-мс ǿŀǎ мсмΦр ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нр ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘΣ мрс ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ м ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΣ моуΦр ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ оΣ морΦр ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ рΣ ŀƴŘ мон ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ сΦ 
  
tǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ƅǳȄ ƛǎ мпр ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ мор ŀƴŘ мол ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ у-фΣ мнр ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мл-ммΣ мол ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мнΣ мор ƻƴ 
aŀǊŎƘ мо-мпΣ мол ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мр-мтΣ мор ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ му-нлΣ мпр ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нмΣ мрр ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нн-нпΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ мсл ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нр-нтΦ Lǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǿ ƻŦ мнл ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мм-моΦ 
  
tǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǘŀǊȅ ! ƛƴŘŜȄ ƛǎ р ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ мн ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ уΣ мл ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ ф-млΣ у ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ ммΣ ŀƴŘ р ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ 
мн ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǇǊƛƭ пΦ 
  
CΦYΦ WŀƴŘŀΣ hYмII ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƎŜƻƳŀƎƴŜǝŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ у-фΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŎǝǾŜ 
aŀǊŎƘ млΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘƻ ǳƴǎŜǧƭŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ ммΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ мнΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ мо-мпΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ мрΣ ŀŎǝǾŜ 
ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ мс-мтΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ муΣ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ мфΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘƻ ǳƴǎŜǧƭŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ нл-нмΣ 
ǉǳƛŜǘ 
ǘƻ ŀŎǝǾŜ aŀǊŎƘ ннΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ но-нпΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŎǝǾŜ aŀǊŎƘ нрΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ нсΣ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŎǝǾŜ aŀǊŎƘ нтΣ ŀƴŘ 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ aŀǊŎƘ ну ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǇǊƛƭ мΦ 
  
b!{! Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŎȅŎƭŜΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ оΣ нлмп ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΥ 
  
ƘǧǇΥκκǎƻƭŀǊǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦƳǎŦŎΦƴŀǎŀΦƎƻǾκǇǊŜŘƛŎǘΦǎƘǘƳƭ 
  
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘ ǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ сф ƭŀǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ όнлмоύ ŦǊƻƳ ст ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǳǎŜǎ 
ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŀΦ LŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊŀƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǘΣ ǇŜǊπ
ƘŀǇǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
ǇŜŀƪ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘΦ 
  
¢ƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмп ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŀǘ мтпΦсΦ Lƴ 
ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǝƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нллнΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ нлсΦпΦ 
  
²ŜϥǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘ о-ƳƻƴǘƘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳƴǎǇƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƛǎ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмпΥ моуΦрΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻπ
ƭŀǊ ŎȅŎƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎȅŎƭŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǇŜŀƪ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ 
ƻŦ нлммΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмм ǿŜǊŜ фуΦсΣ ммуΦуΣ ммуΦс ŀƴŘ ммлΦ 
/ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇŜŀƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ о ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмо ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
нлмпΥ ттΦпΣ фмΦнΣ млнΦфΣ мноΦтΣ мноΦоΣ ŀƴŘ моуΦр ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ 
  

http://solarscience.msfc.nasa.gov/predict.shtml
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FRIDAY MORNING BREAKFAST  
 

Meets every Friday morning from 8:30 am until about 9:30 am.   An informal 

gathering of ham folks, no affiliations necessary, good food and good company. 
 

        Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

“Morning Glory Restaurant” 

915 South Alpine Road 

Rockford, IL  61108   

The K7RA Solar Report 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƴƻǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŜŀƪ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƭƻǿ ŎȅŎƭŜ 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŀƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŎȅŎƭŜǎΥ 

  

ƘǧǇΥκκǎƛŘŎΦƻƳŀΦōŜκƴŜǿǎκнплκǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦƘǘƳƭ 

  

²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ с ƳŜǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜŘ IƻƴƴƻƭŘΣ YIт¸Σ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ Iŀǿŀƛƛϥǎ ōƛƎ 

ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΦ 

  

IŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƎƻΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜŘΥ 

  

ϦDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ IŀǿŀƛƛΦ CƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ όCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ноύ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

муол L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ !пр·w ŀƴŘ 9!у5.a ƻƴ с ƳŜǘŜǊǎ /²Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ IY ŀƴŘ /9Σ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ 

Ƴȅ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀ ǿŀǎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мнл ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ /v ƻƴ рлΦмлрΣ ŀ ²п ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǿŜŀƪ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²пΦ 

L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ п ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ! ǎƻ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ !/ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƴƻƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ !пр·w όhƳŀƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƛŀƴ DǳƭŦύ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ Iƛǎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ рнф ƻƴ 

/² ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ {{. ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ v{hΦ /ƘǊƛǎΣ !пр·w ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ол ƳŜǘŜǊ ŘŜƭǘŀ ƭƻƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƘƛƎƘ {²w 

ǎƻ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ Ǌǳƴ млл ǿŀǧǎΦ !ōƻǳǘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ƘƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ 9!у5.a ǿƛǘƘ ррф ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴΦ L ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ WƛƳΣ YсaLh ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ v{hǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ¢t[Σ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻƭŀǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŀǘƘΦ Lǘ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀǎΣ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ у ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ !пр·w ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нп ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘ Ƙƛǎ с ƳŜǘŜǊ ŘŜƭǘŀ ƭƻƻǇ ǳǇΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 

ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ луол ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŀƪΦ ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǳǎǘ ƻƴ с ƳŜǘŜǊǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 5¦ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ W!ǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ōŀŎƪ ǎŎŀǧŜǊ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ±Y όнпр ŘŜƎύΦέ  

¢ƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 9ǉǳƛƴƻȄ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǿŀȅΗ  IƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏȅπ

ŎƭŜΦ tƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ мл ƳŜǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ 

 

{ǳƴǎǇƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нт ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀǊŎƘ р ǿŜǊŜ ннтΣ нтфΣ мттΣ мтлΣ мфмΣ мтмΣ ŀƴŘ нлнΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜŀƴ ƻŦ 

нлнΦпΦ млΦт ŎƳ ƅǳȄ ǿŀǎ мтрΦтΣ мтлΦсΣ мспΦсΣ мсмΦоΣ мсмΣ мруΣ ŀƴŘ мпфΦмΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜŀƴ ƻŦ мснΦфΦ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǇƭŀƴŜπ

ǘŀǊȅ ! ƛƴŘƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ нпΣ моΣ тΣ рΣ тΣ уΣ ŀƴŘ тΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜŀƴ ƻŦ млΦмΦ  9ǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ƳƛŘ-ƭŀǝǘǳŘŜ ! ƛƴŘƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ мрΣ 

млΣсΣ оΣ сΣ уΣ ŀƴŘ сΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜŀƴ ƻŦ тΦтΦ 

http://sidc.oma.be/news/240/welcome.html
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HamFest Information 

Saturday 04/12/2014 
Madison, Wisconsin 

 

 
Location: Mandt Community Center 

400 Mandt Parkway 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

Website: http://www.qsl.net/mara 
Sponsor: Madison Area Repeater Association 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 147.150 (PL 123.0) 

Public Contact: Paul Toussaint , N9VWH  
3835 County Road A Stoughton, WI 53589 

Phone: 608-205-1994 
Email: w9hsy@execpc.com 

Sunday 05/04/2014 

DeKalb, Illinois 
 

Location: Sandwich Fairgrounds 
1401 Suydam Road 
Sandwich, IL 60548 

Website: http://www.karc-club.org 
Sponsor: Kishwaukee Amateur Radio Club 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 146.73- (PL 100); 146.52 Simplex 
Public Contact: Robert Bob Yurs , W9ICU  
1107 Commercial Street Sycamore, IL 60178 

Phone: 815-895-7584 
Email: w9icu@arrl.net 

Sunday 01/13/2014 
Fox River Radio League 

 
Location: Aurora Central Catholic High School 

1255 North Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, IL 60504 

Website: http://frrl.org 
Sponsor: Fox River Radio League 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 147.210 +600 (PL 103.5) 

Public Contact: Dawn Williams , KC9LQS  
PO Box 673 Batavia, IL 60510 
Phone: 630-531-1670 
Email: hamfest@frrl.org  

Sunday: 06/15/2014 
Six Meter Club of Chicago 

 
Location: Du Page County Fairgrounds 

2015 Manchester Road 
Wheaton, IL 60187 

Website: http://k9ona.com 
Sponsor: Six Meter Club of Chicago 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 146.97 (PL 107.2); 146.52 Simplex 
Public Contact: Mike Huedepohl , WD9GJK  
3532 Raymond Avenue Brookfield, IL 60513 

Phone: 708-485-5481 (after 6 PM 
Email: wd9gjk@arrl.net 

Saturday 04/05/2014 
Noble Illinois 

 
Location: Lions Club 
110 West South Avenue 
Noble, IL 62868 

 
Website: http://www.whereradio.webs.com 
Sponsor: WHERE Amateur Radio Club 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 146.760- (PL 94.8) 

Public Contact: Steven Hamilton , KC9GMX  
207 South Washington Street Geff, IL 62842 

Phone: 618-919-0536 
Email: stevelton17@hotmail.com 

Sunday 06/01/2014 

Princeton, Illinois 
 

Location: Bureau County Fairgrounds 
811 West Peru Street 
Princeton, IL 61356 

Website: http://www.w9mks.org 
Sponsor: Starved Rock Radio Club 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 146.955- (PL 103.5) 

Public Contact: Matthew Weaver , KB9VZH  
319 Desoto Street Ottawa, IL 61350 

Phone: 815-313-5924 
Email: kb9vzh@mchsi.com 

http://www.qsl.net/mara
mailto:w9hsy@execpc.com
http://www.karc-club.org/
mailto:w9icu@arrl.net
http://frrl.org/
mailto:hamfest@frrl.org
http://k9ona.com/
mailto:wd9gjk@arrl.net
http://www.whereradio.webs.com/
mailto:stevelton17@hotmail.com
http://www.w9mks.org/
mailto:kb9vzh@mchsi.com


P.O. Box 8465, Rockford, IL 61126 

Website: www.w9axd.org 

E-mail: jholich@comcast.net 

 
 

 

 
       place address label here  

March, 2014 

 

Nets 
Monday 8 PM RARA Info.       146.610  - 114.8 PL 

Monday 9 PM     10M SSB Net      28.375 +/- USB 

Daily 6 PM Illinois Traffic Net 3.905 LSB 
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